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Influences of total odd numbered rewards:

Types of egalitarian-behaviors and strategies in five-year-old children
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Abstract

Five-year-old children (N=60) were presented with
a story vignette in which one character made three
decorative stars, and the other made nine. Then the
participants were instructed to distribute all the
candies they had to the characters as rewards (the

“All” instruction) and were given an odd numbers
of candies, which prohibited equal allocation of
rewards under the All instruction. There were five
conditions. In the eleven condition which was the
control condition there were eleven rewards, which
was nearly equal to the total number of stars in
the story. In the three and seven conditions, the
total rewards were less than the number of stars.
In the fifteen and nineteen conditions, the rewards
were more than the number of stars.

Results indicated that most children carried



out Equity (merit) or Reverse allocations in each
condition, though 15% to 23% of children conducted
equal allocation by disobeying the All instruction.
The numbers of Reverse allocations employed in
conditions Seven and Fifteen were significantly
different from that in the control condition

(Eleven) . Previous studies have indicated that
most five-year-olds prefer equal allocation when
total rewards are meager, and approximately
half of the children prefer equal even when total
rewards are affluent. The results of this study
suggests the possibilities that many five-year-old
children who prefer equal allocation could solve
the prohibitation problem of equal allocation,
using the Reverse strategy or a strategy that
counterbalanced equity allocations with reverse
allocations across the five conditions to attain near
equality in total. In this hypothetical framework,
1t was discussed that the percentage of potential-
egalitarian behaviors in the affluent total-reward
situations would be at most spproximately 60%
and that 10%-13% out of potential-egalitarian-
behaviors would display “Strict Egalitarianism,”
wherears the remaining approximately 40%-50%

would show “Permissive Egalitarianism.”





