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The relationship between types of fairness-oriented behaviors and justifications in five-year-old children

when distributing an odd number of rewards
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Abstract

Tsutsu (2018b) used a third-party reward allocation
task in which five-year-old children were asked to
distribute candy as a reward to two characters in
a vignette who made three or nine origami stars,
such that different odd numbers of candy were
given as rewards. The present study investigated
the relations between the types of fairness-oriented
behaviors and justifications for giving rewards
based on supplementary data on reasons for
allocating the rewards in Tsutsu (2018b). Results
indicated no significant relationships between
the three types of fairness-oriented behaviors:
merit-oriented allocation tendency, equality-
oriented allocation tendency, and reversal-oriented
allocation tendency, and justifications. Equlaity-
oriented children that disobeyed the instructions to
use all their rewards conducted equality-oriented
behaviors. When introducing strict-non-strict
demarcation to the classification, the numbers of
merit-based justifications across the five conditions
were caluculated. Variances of the numbers across
participants were significantly different among
the six types. Strictly egalitarian children that
disobeyed the instruction to use all their rewards
across all the conditions of total-reward numbers
did not mention the characters’ workload at all.
The relations between the types of fairness-oriented

behaviors and justifications were discussed.
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